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Message fr om the Chair — Laura Bowden Carpenter

What is a caucus? As | began to think about what | would write, |
looked up the definition and origin of this word. According to the
Encyclopedia Britannica, a caucus is a group or meeting organized to
further a special interest or cause. In fact, the word originated in Boston
at the early part of the 18" century. The work of a caucus is to further
its interests within a larger group by influencing policy within that
organization. Such is our purpose of SSEPC.

We are a group of persons who promote the interests of small special
education personnel preparation programs. This is made possible
through collaboration, information-sharing, and facilitation of activities
which enhance the knowledge and skills of faculty in small schools.
These activities are carried out in conjunction with multiple efforts to
advance the activities and policies of TED.

If you attended the SSEPC Business Meeting at CEC in Louisville on
April 20, | believe you will agree with me that our membership is
definitely at work furthering the interests of small special education prep
programs. If you were unable to attend, please take the time to read the
minutes that are posted on the SSEPC Website at
http://edtech.wku.edu/~ssepc. | think you will agree with me that our
meeting was productive and met the criteria for being a true caucus.

So much is happening in our caucus. Read on through the newsletter
to learn about the initiatives of our organization and find ways that you
can collaborate with us to promote the interests of SSEPC.

Many, many thanks to all of you who participated in the meeting. | have
an excellent leadership team with which to work. Kudos to Georgia
Kerns for taking time from her busy agenda to attend the meeting. She
is a member of SSEPC but she also has the distinction of being the
current TED President—a very busy responsibility. | also want to thank
Cynthia Watkins for assistance in understanding our constitution and
past history. | have dubbed her “the Keeper of the Constitution’—a
lifetime appointment!

Welcome to all the new members!

Begin making your plans to attend the TED Conference in Milwaukee!

| wish you a happy and productive summer! Laura




Join us for the TED Conference in Milwaukee (Propos  al is DUE May 15):
http://www.tedcec.ora/

Join us for the CEC Conference in Boston (Proposal DUE May 25):
http://www.cec.sped.org//AM/Template.cfm?Section=Ho me

Lima, Peru
July 8 - 12, 2007

Here's a link for more information: www.carlow.edu/~sorourke/ISEF/information.htm
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Tamar Riley, at Florida Memorial
University, received the 2006-2007
School of Education Humanitarian of
the Year Award for her service to the
University and the Community.
Additionally, she was her division
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winner at the Guardian Ad Litem
Volunteer Awards Banquet in April
2007. Tamar advocates for 8 children
who are in the dependency system
for abuse and/or neglect.

- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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The Nasim Dil Award for Outstanding Service to Teac  her Education

The criteria include
1. Demonstrated commitment to personnel preparation in small special education programs through
two or more of the following areas:
Service in leadership roles to advance teacher education opportunities in small special
education programs;

o Example: holding a leadership position(s) in teacher education Organizations,

recipients of honors and awards (either at home IHE or on the national level)
Active promotion of quality teacher education in small special education programs;

o Examples: writing articles for the SSEPC Monograph, being involved in state
initiatives involving teacher education, developing innovative teacher education
curricula and teaching practices, etc.

Active participation in activities promoting opportunities for faculty from small special
education programs to have a voice in the field of special education teacher education.

o Examples: encouraging and leading SSEPC members' involvement in political and
educational activities that relate to teacher education, being involved in state-level
decision making involving teacher education.

Active participation in activities promoting collaboration (in terms of research and professional
development) among members of SSEPC.

o Examples: initiating, developing, and coordinating activities that involve several
SSEPC members (e.g., conference presentations, research projects, co-authoring,
SSEPC-sponsored events, etc.)

Active participation in SSEPC Service in leadership roles to advance teacher education

2. Nominees must be a member of TED and SSEPC

3. Nominees may be nominated or self-nominate.
4. Previous award winners will not be eligible again within a 10 year time period.
Nomination materials should include the
following: Send Nominations to:
Karen S. Voytecki
1. A current vita of the nominee; East Carolina University
2. A letter of nomination documenting the Dept of Curriculum and Instruction, COE
nominee's eligibility for the award, 119 Speight
3. Letters of support for the nomination from Greenville, NC 27858
individuals knowledgeable of the Office number 252/328-5747
nominee's contributions relative to one or fax 252/328-2585
more of the criteria stated above. email: voyteckik@edu.edu
DUE: July 1
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The Small Special
Education Programs
Caucus (SSEPC) is
an organization
devoted to helping
support faculty who
work in small sized
special education
programs at colleges
and universities.
Members also
include educators
who work in state
departments of
education, as well as
educators who are
employed in the
private sector.
Members of SSEPC
collaborate on (a)
professional
development
activities, and (b)
research aimed at
investigating issues
related to working in
small programs.
Information
regarding small
programs is
disseminated
through Caucus
activities.
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| am asking that each member of SSEPC send me your
ideas of what we should consider for the next
monograph. Please send up to three ideas that you
think the Monograph Committee should consider for the
next monograph. You may send them to

Laura Bowden Carpenter

Icarpent@mail.aum.edu

| look forward to hearing from each of you.
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