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 Message from the Chair – Laura Bowden Carpenter  

Greetings and Salutations from Down South! I hope you have gotten 
your new semester off to a great start. As this is my first official duty as 
chair, I want to take newsletter space for recognition of events and 
people at the 29th Annual TED Conference and the 2nd Annual 
TED/TAM Conference in San Diego. Under the leadership of the chair, 
Diane Giannola, SSEPC met all of its 2006 goals. It was evident from 
the number of attendees at the general business meeting and other 
activities that the efforts of the electronic SSEPC newsletter “The 
Caucus News”, edited by Kelly O’Neal and the SSEPC website, 
developed and maintained by Sylvia Dietrich, improved communication 
among our membership. Kudos to both of you!   

SSEPC conference activities included the general business meeting, 
where the membership elected officers, and heard reports from the 
various committees.  

Join me in welcoming newly elected officers for SSE PC:   
 
Associate Chair : Dava O’Connor  
Secretary:  Patricia Powell  
Membership Co-Chairs : Sylvia Dietrich and Joanne Vesay 
Student Members Co-Chairs : Jan Klein and Wendy Hacke   
 
I wish to thank the outgoing officers for their ser vice to SSEPC :   
 
Chair (Assumes Past Chair Position):  Diane Giannola  
Past Chair : Michelle Kamens 
Secretary:  Linda Schwartz Green 
Membership:  Tamar Riley  

In addition to the business of SSEPC, we learned about publication 
opportunities from TED Publications Committee Chair, Lee Sherry. I 
would like to thank Linda Patriarca, TED President, for attending our 
business meeting.  

Other activities included the Silent Auction and the Conversations 
Presentation. Many thanks to all of you who brought items to the 
auction and then purchased items at the auction! The final amount 
raised by the SSEPC Silent Auction was exactly $800.00!!   

(Continued on page 7) 
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Lima, Peru  
July 8 - 12, 2007 

Here's a link for more information: www.carlow.edu/~sorourke/ISEF/information.htm  
 
Early Registration is extended to February 28, 2007 
  

Louisville, a city of grace and beauty, is a wonderful 
backdrop to the field’s premiere professional development 
event. Louisville is famous for the “Most Exciting Two 
Minutes in Sports," the Kentucky Derby, the first race in the 
Triple Crown.  
 

What is happening  At  CEC? 
See: http://www.cec.sped.org  
 

General Business Meeting 
This year’s Convention promises to be exciting. Please see the Conference Program for 
information about the SSEPC General Business Meeting  to be held at the CEC Convention.  
Be sure to bring any potential members to the meeting.  
 

Check the Convention Program Booklet for the locati on of the SSEPC events . 

  
SSEPC Presentations at CEC 
 
Kelly O’Neal will be doing a poster session on April 21 from 8:30-10 a.m. entitled Using Audio-
Conferencing to Enhance Online Learning and Increase Interactions. She will be sharing 
research conducted with graduate students in an online environment.   
 

A SSEPC Business Meeting 
from the  

TED conference           
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A Blast from the Past  

Greetings from the Past Chair! It was wonderful seeing everyone at TED San Diego!  Lots of 
meetings, greetings and feedings!  And…What a beautiful place to do it – Thank You Stu!  I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the honor of choosing me to lead SSEPC 
during the 2006 term.  It has been a pleasure working all of you.   

As I pass the reigns to our new leader, I would like to reflect on the focus and accomplishments 
from the past year.  As a faculty member in a small special education program, I recognize the 
needs beyond their perspective schools.  I hoped that creating more opportunities for our 
members to work with other teacher educators and leaders would provide career growth and 
increased performance among their students.  Hence,     I believe that our greatest impact fell 
under the goals of collaboration and professional development.  At the November 2006 
conference, our elections led to new officers in current board positions and for the first time, two 
student board members!  In addition, several SSEPC members were afforded the opportunity to 
organize the TED Course Share presentation, participate in the TED Membership Committee, 
and support the SSEPC monograph/publications.  Linda Patriarca also invited members to work 
with her on TED elections and awards this year.  These opportunities will hopefully provide the 
collaboration, collegiality and interested SSEPC members the opportunity for professional growth 
and exposure.  I am proud that I was able to be somewhat instrumental in soliciting new roles for 
members, but it is truly the reputation and accomplishments of SSEPC members in the TED 
organization at large that led to many open doors! 

I congratulate all new elected and appointed personnel and I do hope you are thoughtful and 
fruitful in your pursuits as you continue to lead and support the caucus as the viable and 
respected professional group they are!  

(Continued on page 7) 

"We are all travelers in the wilderness 
of this world and the best we can find 
in our travels is an honest friend."  

-- Robert Louis Stevenson  
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Please welcome some of our new SSEPC Officers: 
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Wendy Hacke 
I am the proud mother of 2 who has been married for nearly 31 years. I hold a masters degree in 
Special Education and one in School Administration. I am a Nationally Certified Early Childhood 
Generalist (National Board Certified Teacher) who teaches in an underperforming school in the 
lower socioeconomic area of San Jose, California. I am a teacher leader so I both 
teach Response to Intervention classes K-2 and do administrative jobs. I have been teaching at 
the university level for 6 years. I have worked at Stanford, National University and National 
Hispanic University (a small inner city university with the mission of providing a 4 year education 
to under-represented groups in our community). It is the last university and the University of San 
Francisco that I am representing on the SSEPC. I am a doctoral student in the Learning and 
Instruction Department with an emphasis in Special Education. 
wdhacke@pacbell.net 
 
 

Patti Powell, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Education at Trinity Christian 
College in Palos Heights, Illinois, teaches several special education courses at 
the college and directs the Alexander De Jong Center for Special Education, a 
partnership between Trinity and Elim Christian Services, a school for children 
with disabilities just down the road from the college.  Her research interests 
include incorporating service-learning into the curriculum of both preservice 
teachers and special education students.  She has also brought both of these 
groups together for service-learning and has experienced with them the 
synergy that occurs when paradigms are shifted and true camaraderie occurs.  
She also has an interest in international service-learning and has taken a 
group of Trinity students to the Caribbean Christian Center for the Deaf for a 
service-learning trip for the last six years; she now considers Montego Bay her 
home away from home. She serves on the US Board of Directors for this 
organization and is presently developing a curriculum to increase literacy for 
the school’s graduates so that they can effectively enter the Jamaica work 
force upon graduation.  Patti is married and has three children who keep her 
grounded and happy. 
 

��� ������	�
��	 � ��
��5 �

���������&�'�������������	�������������&�����	��'�' (��������������&�'�������������	�������������&�����	��'�' (��������������&�'�������������	�������������&�����	��'�' (��������������&�'�������������	�������������&�����	��'�' (����� ����
)������*��������
	��)������*��������
	��)������*��������
	��)������*��������
	���������*������	����
�����
����� ���������	������������*������	����
�����
��������������	������������*������	����
�����
��������������	������������*������	����
�����
��������������	������ ���



(���������������	������� 0������������������	����(�����������
�������(�	�*���� ��	�(�	��$����	�
Small colleges produce many outstanding graduates who may be interested in, and well qualified 
for, doctoral studies.  The Department of Special Education and Rehabilitation at Utah State 
University is interested in working with faculty at colleges that do not have their own doctoral 
programs to provide a route to doctoral studies for these students.    

The USU doctoral program is designed to produce special education leadership personnel who are 
highly skilled and fully qualified for positions as new faculty at colleges and universities. The 
program is designed to ensure that all students receive extensive direct experience with the critical 
activities of faculty at major universities.  Through collaboration with faculty mentors, all students 
engage in: 

·  Research 
·  Publication 
·  Professional Presentations 
·  College Teaching 
·  Supervision  
·  Grant Writing 

The Department is recognized as a national leader in Special Education teacher preparation, 
research and curriculum development. In teacher preparation students have opportunities to 
participate in interactive and online distance preparation programs. Faculty research programs 
include reading and language development for students with mild moderate disabilities and autism 
as well as job development and training programs for post high school individuals with disabilities.   

Financial support is offered to qualified students.  The support package includes: 

·  a stipend of $20,000  
·  tuition waivers,  
·  full support for attending at least one conference per year, and  
·  support for educational and research supplies. 

Faculty should refer prospective doctoral students to the website at http://sped.usu.edu/ or e-mail 
Tim Slocum at disabilities.doc@usu.edu. 
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Assistant Professor, School of Education, Special E ducation Program 

Southern Oregon University in Ashland, Oregon  invites applications from qualified individuals 
to work with the School of Education's Special Education Program.  The SOU Special Education 
Program is grounded in social justice and constructivist philosophies.  Position open until filled; 
position to begin Sept. 17, 2007.  For application and job announcement information, visit our 

website http://www.sou.edu/personnel/Jobs/JobSearch/jobsearch.html  

. 
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As always, the highlight of the SSEPC conference activities is the SSEPC Reception. This year we 
honored two outstanding professionals. Nasim Dil, a founding member of SSEPC retired from her 
faculty position at the University of Nevada at Las Vegas. We presented Nasim with a monetary 
gift and a quilt made of squares of good wishes written by the membership. Georgia Kerns pieced 
together this keepsake.   

SSEPC annually presents an award named in honor of Nasim Dil. The 2006 Nasim Dil Award was 
presented to Debi Gartland, of Towson University. Debi has served the SSEPC board for many 
years and most recently as the editor of the latest SSEPC Monograph. Please join me in 
congratulating both Nasim and Debi.   

As we say in Alabama, see ya’ll in Louisville, Kentucky in April. Meeting information will be in the 
conference program.    

Laura Bowden Carpenter, SSEPC Chair  

9��	��)����������	������4 �
(Message from the Past Chair) 
 
Congratulations to newly elected members : 
Chair  - Laura Carpenter  
Associate Chair  -  Dava O'Connor  
Secretary  - Patty Powell  
Treasurer  - Brenda Gilliam  
Membership Co-chairs  - Sylvia Dietrich and Joanne Vesay  
Student Member Co-chairs  - Jan Klein and Wendy Hacky  
 
Congratulations to appointed committee members :   
Course Idea Share  - Diane Casale-Giannola, Linda Schwartz-Green, Wendy Harriott.  This 
committee organize the annual course idea share invited TED session for future TED conferences.   
SSEPC - TED membership representative:   Tamar Riley.  This representative will work with the 
TED membership committee chair to support TED organization member drives and initiatives.  
SSEPC Monograph  - Michele Kamens, Jerrie Jackson and  Leah Alviar.  This committee will work 
toward developing the next monograph with Debi Gartland. 

I look forward to working with all of you as Past Chair and wish Laura the best of luck in her new 
role as Chair.  I also want to congratulate our former SSEPC Chair, Georgia Kerns in her new role 
as TED president!  You know you have our support and admiration.  Finally, I can’t close without 
recognizing Linda Patriarca.  Linda, now past chair of the TED board, and a current SSEPC 
member, welcomed me personally to the board and provided ongoing support for SSEPC.  She 
has recognized the needs of the caucus and has been instrumental in bringing our voice forward!  
On behalf of SSEPC, I would like to thank her for her cooperation and interest.   

Wishing everyone a healthy and happy new year and looking forward to seeing everyone in 
Louisville!    

Diane Giannola  (Past Chair)  
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The Small Special 
Education Programs 
Caucus (SSEPC) is an 
organization devoted to 
helping support faculty 
who work in small sized 
special education 
programs at colleges 
and universities. 
Members also include 
educators who work in 
state departments of 
education, as well as 
educators who are 
employed in the private 
sector. Members of 
SSEPC collaborate on 
(a) professional 
development activities, 
and (b) research aimed 
at investigating issues 
related to working in 
small programs. 
Information regarding 
small programs is 
disseminated through 
Caucus activities. 
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http://edtech.w
ku.edu/~ssepc/ 
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Come see old friends and meet 
new friends!  
 

 

"Happiness is time spent 
with a friend and looking 
forward to sharing time 
with them again." 
- Lee Wilkinson  
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CEC April 2007 
 
The next CEC Annual Convention & Expo will be in 
Louisville, KY April 18-21, 2007 
 
http://www.cec.sped.org   
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