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VITA 

 
Education:                                                     

• Indiana University      
Summer ‘98-Spring ‘02  Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction 

• Major:  Mathematics Education 
• Minor:  Gifted/Talented Education 

Summer ‘91-Spring ‘96      Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction 
Spring ‘91-Summer ‘92          Professionalized G/T Endorsement 
Fall ‘87-Spring ‘91      Bachelor’s in Secondary Education 

Employment: 
• Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, KY 

August, 2008-Present  Assistant Professor, Curriculum & Instruction 
    School of Education and Behavioral Sciences  

• Southern Indiana Education Center, Jasper, IN 
Dec. 2007-Aug. 2008  Program/Professional Development Coordinator 

• North Spencer County School Corporation, Lincoln City, IN  
   Summer ’98-Dec. 2007  Director of Learning and Assessment 

• Indiana University, Bloomington, IN  
Fall ’99    Assistant facilitator:  Elementary Mathematics Methods 
Summer ‘91-’95         Teacher/Counselor:  GT College for the Youth 
Fall ‘87-Spring ’91  Assistant:  Mathematics Education Dept. 
Fall ’89    Undergraduate Intern:  Finite Mathematics 

• Heritage Hills H.S., Lincoln City, IN   
1998-2000   Teacher:  Writing and Math Lab 
Fall ‘94-‘98           Teacher:  Problem Solving I, Algebra I and II                                   
Spring ‘95                 Teacher:  Night Class for GED program  

• F.J. Reitz H.S., Evansville, IN         
Fall ‘92-Spring’94       Teacher:  Pre-Algebra, Honors and Reg. Alg. II, AP Calc. 

• Beiger Jr. H.S., Mishawaka, IN         
Fall ‘91-Spring’92       Teacher:  G/T 8th grade Algebra I, G/T 7th grade Pre- 

Algebra, 8th grade Pre-Algebra, 7th grade technology 
Publications: 

• Kloosterman, P., Tassell, J. L., Essex, K., and Ponniah, A.  (2008).  Perceptions of Mathematics and Gender.  School Science 
and Mathematics, 108, 149-162. 

• Tassell, J., Kemp, J., Litkenhus, D., Schriefer, M.  (October , 2006).  Progress report vs. report card – one district’s challenge.  
Technos E-zine.  http://www.ait.net/technos/e-zine/articles/progress_report.php 

• Loertscher, D., Winkler, V., & Tassell, J. L.  (2001).  School libraries and reading in secondary schools – Still a good idea to 
raise academic achievement.  In K. C. Lance & D. V. Loertscher (Eds.), Powering Achievement: School Library Media 
Programs Make a Difference: The Evidence.  (pp. 63-68).  San Jose, CA: Hi Willow Research. 

Conference presentations: 
• Tassell, J., Bishop, T.  (October, 2008).  Using Locally-Developed Formative Benchmarks and Assessments to Improve 

Student Learning.  Paper presented at National Evaluation Institute CREATE Conference, Wilmington, NC. 
• Tassell, J., Litkenhus, D., Jazyk, J.  (October, 2008).  Standards-Based Communication of Student Learning – A District’s 

Journey.  Paper presented at National Evaluation Institute CREATE Conference, Wilmington, NC. 
• Tassell, J., Mohr, D., Yoder, G. B.  (October, 2008).  “Learning from ISTEP+/NAEP:  Enhancing Mathematics Teaching 

and Learning in Indiana Mathematics Classrooms”.  Pre-session presentation at ICTM, Indianapolis, IN. 
• Tassell, J., Kemp, J., Litkenhus, D., Schriefer, M.  (January, 2007).  Quagmire of Quality Communication of Student 

Learning – A District’s Journey.  Paper presented at Hawaii International Conference on Education, Honolulu, HI. 
• Tassell, J., Kemp, J., Litkenhus, D., Schriefer, M.  (January, 2007).  Avenue to Excellent Communication:  One District’s 

Journey.  Paper presented at the National Title I Conference in Long Beach, CA. 
• Tassell, J.  (April 14, 2004).  The Effect of High Stakes Testing on Mathematics Education in a Rural School Corporation.  

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 
• Kloosterman, P., Tassell, J. L., Essex, K., and Ponniah, A.  (April 13, 2001).  Mathematics – Still a male domain?  Paper 

presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Seattle, WA.        
Awards and Honors: 

• Dissertation of the Year Award Nominee for IU School of Education (Fall, 2002).  Indiana University, Bloomington. 
• Armstrong Teacher Educator Award.  (Fall, 1999).  Indiana University, Bloomington.   
• Presidential Award of Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) Nominee.  (Fall, 1996).  HHHS. 
• Teacher of the Year Nominee.  (Spring, 1992).  Beiger Junior High School.   
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